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As Royal and rebel forces continue to clash up and down 
the American coastline, the general population increases 
its calls for independence. The change from Royal 
government to independent community happens locality 
by locality. In June 1776, the Patriots in the Continental 
Congress finally have the votes to ask Thomas Jefferson 
to write a Declaration of Independence.
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Roxzanna Montague
"Common Sense" -- add quotation marks.



Roxzanna Montague
Add comma after Pennsylvania



What was the most important point of this chapter?

The Declaration of Independence was written in Philadelphia. Where is that in 
relation to your home?

Why do we celebrate July 4 today?

Who was the main author of the Declaration of Independence?

Why was the Declaration of Independence significant?
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Questions to Consider Learn More
“Who inspired Jefferson's words in the 
Declaration of Independence? Shakespeare,”                                             
by Randy Walker, Cardinal News

“Jefferson gets the acclaim for independence 
but it was another Virginian who proposed a 
formal break from Britain,” by Dwayne 
Yancey, Cardinal News

“Jefferson wanted to condemn slavery in the 
Declaration of Independence. Congress said 
no,” by Dwayne Yancey, Cardinal News

“Dispatch from 1776: Four events have made 
us independent,” by Dwayne Yancey, 
Cardinal News

“The first newspaper to report on the 
Declaration of Independence published in 
German,” by Dwayne Yancey, Cardinal News

https://cardinalnews.org/2026/06/16/who-inspired-jeffersons-words-in-the-declaration-of-independence-shakespeare/
https://cardinalnews.org/2026/06/29/jefferson-gets-the-acclaim-for-independence-but-it-was-another-virginian-who-first-proposed-a-formal-break-from-britain/
https://cardinalnews.org/2026/06/30/jefferson-wanted-to-condemn-slavery-in-the-declaration-of-independence-congress-said-no/
https://cardinalnews.org/2026/07/14/dispatch-from-1776-four-events-have-made-us-independent/
https://cardinalnews.org/2026/07/02/the-first-newspaper-to-report-on-the-declaration-of-independence-published-in-german/

