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Royal government has disintegrated in Virginia! But Lord 
Dunmore, the Royal Governor, still hopes to retake control of the 
colony. He has some of the King’s troops in the port city of 
Norfolk and is gaining volunteers: Black men who have escaped 
their Virginia masters to fight for their individual freedom. 
Will Billy Flora join Dunmore, too? 
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What was the most important point of this chapter?

Where did the Battle of Great Bridge take place in relation to where you live?

Why was the Battle of Great Bridge important?

Write a few sentences, as if you are Billy Flora, about why you did what you did in 
the battle.

The Battle of Great Bridge took place near a lot of swamps and marshes. What are 
the different regions of Virginia geographically and how do they differ?
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Questions to Consider Learn More
“The hero of Great Bridge was a sentry who 
took on an entire British platoon. He was also 
a free Black man,” by Leah Small,      
Cardinal News

“Podcast on Billy Flora, who held off the 
British advance at Great Bridge,” by Dutchie 
Jessee of Cardinal News, with Harvey Bakari, 
Black history curator at the Jamestown-
Yorktown Foundation.

https://cardinalnews.org/2025/02/18/the-hero-of-the-battle-of-great-bridge-was-a-sentry-who-took-on-an-entire-british-platoon-he-was-also-a-free-black-man/
https://cardinalnews.org/2025/02/18/podcast-on-billy-flora-who-held-off-the-british-advance-at-great-bridge/

