
john wyatt, spy
By Joe Lee

15
A barrel maker from Botetourt County is captured in 
South Carolina, talks his way out of prison and then gets 
recruited to spy on Loyalists in the New River Valley. Will 
he be able to prevent a Loyalist attack on the lead mines in 
Southwest Virginia?
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What was the most important point of this chapter?

Where are Charleston, South Carolina, and Montgomery County and Botetourt 
County in relation to your home?

What risks did John Wyatt take in becoming a spy?

Why would some Virginians have chosen to support the king?

Why were barrels so important in those days?
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Questions to Consider Learn More
“A barrel maker from Botetourt County 
became a spy who uncovered 'a most horrid 
conspiracy' among Virginia loyalists,”                               
by Dwayne Yancey, Cardinal News

“At Chiswell's mines, a mixed crew of 
unwilling hands dug lead ore for a Patriot 
victory,” by Randy Walker, Cardinal News

“Montgomery County was a hotbed of anti-
patriot fervor during the Revolution,”                              
by Ralph Berrier, Cardinal News

“Podcast about a Virginia spy,” by Dutchie 
Jessee of Cardinal News, with Michael 
Hudson of Historic Smithfield estate in 
Montgomery County

https://cardinalnews.org/2025/04/15/a-barrel-maker-from-botetourt-county-became-a-spy-who-uncovered-a-most-horrid-conspiracy-among-virginia-loyalists/
https://cardinalnews.org/2024/03/12/at-chiswells-mines-a-mixed-crew-of-unwilling-hands-dug-lead-ore-for-patriot-victory/
https://cardinalnews.org/2024/04/16/a-rascaly-county-montgomery-county-was-a-hotbed-of-anti-patriot-fervor-during-the-revolution/
https://cardinalnews.org/2025/04/15/podcast-about-a-virginia-spy/

