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An orphan boy from Portugal 
shows up on the docks in 
Hopewell on the James River,  
gets adopted and grows up 
exceptionally strong as he learns 
to be a blacksmith. What will this 
young man choose to do with his 
strength in the American 
Revolution?
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What was the most important point of this chapter?

Peter Francisco was born in Portugal. Where is that in relation to your home?

He grew up in Hopewell. Where is that in relation to your home?

He took part in multiple battles outside Virginia. Where were those battles in 
relation to your home?

What are some ways you can become physically stronger?
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Questions to Consider Learn More
“Peter Francisco: The Hercules of 
American independence,” by Randy 
Walker, Cardinal News

https://cardinalnews.org/2025/09/16/peter-francisco-the-hercules-of-american-independence/

