
cesar tarrant,
from slave to sailor
By Nat Amoateng11

The enslaved man Cesar Tarrant joins Virginia’s navy and in 
1778 steers a Patriot ship in battle with a British ship. After the 
war, Tarrant must wage another war: the fight to free himself, his 
wife and his children from enslavement. Will Virginia’s General 
Assembly honor his service?
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NOVEMBER 14TH, 1775 PROCLAMATION
WAS SIGNED BY VIRGINIA'S LAST
ROYAL GOVERNOR, LORD DUNMORE.







What was the most important point of this chapter?

Tarrant was from Hampton. Where is that in relation to your home?

What was significant about Tarrant's service?

Where would Virginia's Navy have operated?

What would have been the risk of serving in the Navy then?
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Questions to Consider Learn More
“One enslaved sailor won his freedom after 
fighting in the war for independence,”                           
by Randy Walker, Cardinal News

https://cardinalnews.org/2024/01/16/one-enslaved-naval-officer-won-his-freedom-after-fighting-in-the-war-for-independence/

